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An online version of the syllabus is available on Canvas under the section “Syllabus” as well as in the 
“Files” section. 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
This course explores a political rationality first identified by Michel Foucault in The Birth of Biopolitics as 
neoliberalism. It explores the evolution of the term “neoliberalism” over the last four decades and how it has 
become a powerful force in shaping political economy, social interaction, morality and religion, and 
communications. As Foucault first proposed, neoliberalism is not so much an economic system as a mode of 
“governmentality” that incorporates all aspects of human life and culture.  The course will explore how 
Foucault’s theories and those of his contemporaries have influenced a whole new generation of critical 
theorists.   
 
REQUIRED TEXTS 
 
BOOKS 
 

● Michel Foucault. (2008). The Birth of Biopolitics. (Ed. M. Senellart; G. Burchell, Trans.).  
 

● Wendy Brown. (2017). Undoing the Demos: Neoliberalism's Stealth Revolution 
 

● Maurizio Lazzarato. (2012). The Making of the Indebted Man: An Essay on the Neoliberal Condition  
 

● Slavoj Zizek. (2017). Trouble in Paradise: From the End of History to the End of Capitalism. 
 
ADDITIONAL READINGS 
 
There will be at least one additional, or supplemental, reading each week.  To access the readings, go to the 
“Files” section of Canvas and click on the folder “Additional Readings.”  There you will find folders for 
each of the first nine weeks where extra readings are assigned.  Click on the folder for that reading to obtain 
the document(s) in .pdf format.    
 
You are expected to complete the readings for both the assigned chapters from the books and the additional 
readings by Wednesday of each week.   Your ability to deal with these readings in class discussions will form 
the basis of your participation grade. 
 
 



 
 
COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
 
Weekly Reading Reflections (40 points; 5 points per week): Before the first class of each week, you will 
submit a write-up on canvas that addresses at least two critical questions, comments, or challenges that came 
up for you in the course of your readings. The write-up only needs to be a few sentences in length, but it 
must be typed and include your name and date on it. Weekly reading reflections can only be submitted for a 
given week if you attended the class as well (we will make one exception per quarter for each person). In 
addition to submitting a write-up on Canvas you should bring your write-up to class as a prompt for 
discussion. 
 
Group Presentation (50 points): At the beginning of the quarter, students will be asked to join groups that 
will present on different chapters of the Rhetoric in Neoliberalism edited collection. Once your group is 
formed you will work on crafting a fun and engaging presentation on the chapter topic you’ve chosen that is 
lucid and accessible to all members of the seminar audience. In addition to summarizing the reading and 
discussing the general topic (e.g., resistance, higher education, computational culture, etc.) you will be asked 
to apply the essay’s argument to object domains beyond the examples used in the essay. Finally, you will be 
asked to explain the essay’s connection to rhetoric. You will have a total of 25 minutes for your presentation 
and five extra minutes for Q &A. 
  
In addition to developing a formal presentation you will also be required to find a documentary or TED talk 
related to your presentation topic that you will play in class immediately following your presentation. The 
documentary or TED talk that you play must be between 20 and 30 minutes (if you find a longer one you’ll 
have to choose sections to cut; if you find a shorter one you’ll have to add an extra short video, or TED talk, 
from YouTube). The video(s) should be run by the professors (via email) prior to being played in class (with 
a brief rationale for why you chose the video in your initial email to me). You should also prepare several 
discussion questions to engage the class in discussion once the video is over. The discussion counts as part of 
your 20 to 30 minute window. 
  
We will provide a grading form and go over the assignment in more detail toward the beginning of the 
quarter.  
 
Mini-Exams (80 points): Two times during the quarter you will complete a mini-exam. Each exam will be 
composed of short essay questions, worth 40 points, and taken from home. In preparation for each exam you 
will be offered time to work in groups to discuss the questions. You will also be provided a study guide at 
least one week before each exam. 
 
Poster Session (60 points total): On May 30th we will hold an open class session that will consist of a poster 
session in which we invite people from outside the class to see what we have learned during the quarter. The 
poster session is an opportunity for you to publicly and visually represent your interests in neoliberalism on 
poster board.  Your poster should represent some of what we discussed in class but should focus primarily on 
case study that has something to with neoliberalism. Examples of topics that could be explored include 
Occupy Wall Street, The Student Debt Bubble, Financial Literacy Campaigns, Facebook, and Attention 
Deficit Disorder. To have a successful academic poster you will need to do academic research beyond. You 
are required to have consulted at least ten academic sources beyond our course readings. They can be both 
print and electronic, just make sure they are academic. If you cite from these works on your poster, whether 
directly or parenthetically, please be sure to cite them correctly in MLA on your poster, meaning using the 
author name and page number. You should also integrate a works cited page on your poster either in the 
front or back.  



 
Your poster should be creative, but it should include at least visual representation of research. You should 
also bring a one-page handout to share with guests that relays the important information presented on your 
poster and includes citations of work that you consulted. You should also be prepared for questions from 
class visitors. Be creative, and if you desire performative! You may also incorporate multimedia if you like. 
 
General Participation (20 points) In order to earn participation points, you are expected not only to be 
present, but also regularly contribute in class discussion. Given that we only meet for 20 classes, missing 
more than two class will immediately lower your grade by one full letter point (e.g., B instead of A, C 
instead of B, etc.). If you have an extenuating circumstance that warrants an additional absence, we will of 
course work to accommodate you (hiking and snowboarding in the mountains does not qualify as an 
excuse!). You are expected to do all the required reading each week. 
GRADING 
 
Grades will be based on a 250 point plus/minus scale. The point distribution criterion is listed below and is 
non-negotiable: 
 
 

Grade Points 
A 232-250 
A- 224-231 
B+ 217-223 
B 207-216 
B- 199-206 
C+ 192-198 
C 182-191 
C- 174-181 
D+ 167-173 
D 157-166 
D- 149-156 
F 148 & below 

 
 
COURSE POLICIES 
 
All written assignments must be typed. NO handwritten copies allowed. Late work will NOT be accepted 
unless prior arrangements have been made with the instructor.  
 
Readings must be completed on the day they are listed on the course schedule. Be sure to take notes while 
reading; lectures are intended to complement (not duplicate) that information. Do your best to approach the 
reading with an open mind toward a given author’s disposition and message. Try to prepare thoughtful 
questions in advance. 
 
Discussion of Graded Assignments 
It is your right and responsibility to take an active interest in how you are evaluated in this or any class.  
When you discuss grades with us 
, be prepared to make a well-developed case regarding the evaluation. Your argument must be related to your 
assignment as presented, and based on how it compares with the criteria for the assignment (not how hard 
you tried, how you think it compares with someone else’s work or how it will affect your final grade in the 



class or GPA). Any grade appeals must occur in writing no sooner than 24 hours after but no later than 
ONE WEEK after receiving the evaluation.  
 
Attendance  
This course is heavily discussion based. Failure to attend class and regularly engage in class dialogue will 
result in a lower participation grade (see participation point distribution above).  
 
Excessive tardiness will also be penalized.  Everyone is late once in a while.  That is fine and 
understandable.  If tardiness becomes a problem, however, then I begin to count every three lates as one 
absence.   
 
Last, it is your responsibility to inquire about missed assignments.  Our general rule on late work: we 
subtract five points for each day (not class period) that an assignment is late.  If it’s due on Wednesday and 
you hand it in on Friday, that’s minus ten points from the final grade.  No assignments are to be e-mailed.  
All assignments must be handed to us personally or uploaded on Canvas.  Please also recognize that all 
assignments are due at the start of class, not at the end of class or later in the day. 
 
Academic Integrity  
 
DU has a Code of Conduct that sets standards for academic integrity for all undergraduate and graduate 
students.  As a student you are responsible for upholding these standards for this course. It is very important 
for you to be aware of the consequences of cheating, fabrication, facilitation, and plagiarism.  For more 
information on the University’s Code of Conduct, please visit 
http://www.du.edu/studentlife/studentconduct/index.html. 
 
Plagiarism and Cheating 
 
Plagiarism is a serious offense in this course. Using the words and ideas of others is borrowing something 
from those individuals.  It is ALWAYS necessary to identify the original source of supporting 
information; you must cite the source of any material, quoted or paraphrased, used in your papers and 
presentations.  The absence of this documentation constitutes plagiarism—a serious academic and 
professional offense. Proper documentation requires a bibliography and in-text citations of any outside texts 
you have consulted, including both traditional sources and online sources. Failure to do so, even if done 
unintentionally or by accident, still constitutes plagiarism. In this course you should use the citation 
guidelines published in the handbooks of Chicago Style or the American Psychological Association (APA). 
 
Putting your name on a piece of work indicates that the work is yours and that the praise or criticism is due 
to you and no one else. Putting your name on a piece of work in which any part is not yours, is plagiarism—
unless the borrowed thought or wording is clearly marked and the work is fully identified. Keep in mind that 
plagiarism is a form of theft. Taking words, phrasing, or sentence structure, or any other element of another 
person’s ideas, and using them as if they were your own, is stealing.  Simply paraphrasing the work of 
another without acknowledging the information source is also plagiarism.  Merely restating another 
individual’s ideas in different words does not make the ideas yours. ALL assignments are to be your original 
work. Using papers or presentations from previous semesters or other classes, even if they are your own, is 
still considered plagiarism. 
 
The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)  
The ADA is a federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for 
persons with disabilities. Among other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 
guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable accommodation. DU offers support services 
for students with documented physical or psychological disabilities. A student with a disability should visit 



with her instructor after requesting reasonable accommodations through The Office of Diversity and Equal 
Opportunity: http://www.du.edu/de 

COURSE SCHEDULE 
  
Week 1 (March 28th and 30th) 
 
Wednesday 
Course Introduction  
● Review of syllabus and course readings 
● Introduction to neoliberalism 
● Sign up for group presentations 

 
Friday 
● Discuss Karl Polanyi Reading 

○ CH 5 
● Discuss Nancy Fraser, “From Progressive Neoliberalism to Trump—and Beyond”, American Affairs, 

Nov. 20, 2017.o 
● Watch Michel Foucault Beyond Good and Evil 

 
Week 2 (April 4th and 6th) 

 
Wednesday 
● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 

○ CHs 1-2 
● Handout: Carl Raschke, “On the Cultural Power of Neoliberalism”, The New Polis,  March 8, 2018. 
● Weekly Reading Reflection #1 Due 

 
Friday 
● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 

○ CHs 3-4 
● In-Class Presentation on Chapter 2 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism 

 
 

Week 3 (April 11th and 13th) 
 

Wednesday 
● Joshua Ramey Guest Lecture 

○ Reading from The Politics of Divination  
■ Ch 1 

● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 
○ CHs 5-6 

● Weekly Reading Reflection #2 Due 
 

Friday 
● Joshua Ramey Guest Lecture 

○ Reading from The Politics of Divination assigned 
■ Ch 3 

● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 
○ CHs 7-8 

 



 
 
 

Week 4  (April 18th and 20th) 
 

Wednesday 
● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 

○ CHs 9-10 
● Weekly Reading Reflection #3 Due 
● In-Class Presentation on Chapter 3 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  

 
Friday 
● Discuss The Birth of Biopolitics 

○ CHs 11-12 
● Discuss Hanan, Joshua S. "Home is where the capital is: the culture of real estate in an era of control 

societies." Communication and Critical/Cultural Studies 7, no. 2 (2010): 176-201. 
● First Mini-Exam assigned 

 
Week 5 (April 25th and 27th) 
  
Wednesday 
• Discuss Undoing the Demos 

o Preface and CH 1 
• Discuss Angela McRobbie, “The End of the Social and the Denigration of Democracy,” Soundings 

61 (2016): 117-23. 
• Weekly Reading Reflection #4 Due 
 
Friday 
• Discuss Undoing the Demos 

o CHs 2-3 
• In-Class Presentation on Chapter 4 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  
 
Week 6 (May 2nd and 4th) 
  
Wednesday 
• Discuss Undoing the Demos 

o CHs 4 & 5 
• Weekly Reading Reflection #5 Due 
• In-Class Presentation on Chapter 5 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  
• Poster Topic Due 
 
Friday 
• Discuss Undoing the Demos 

o CH 6 and Epilogue 
• Discuss Nneka Logan and M. Lane Bruner. "The Supreme Court and Money as Speech: A Rhetorical 

Analysis of Landmark Corporate Speech Rights Rulings." In Communication and The Economy. 
 
Week 7 (May 9th and 11th) 
  
Wednesday 



● Discuss The Making of the Indebted Man  
o Forward and Ch 1 

● Discuss Maurizio Lazzarato, “Immaterial Labor.”  
● Weekly Reading Reflection #6 Due 

 
Friday 
● Discuss The Making of the Indebted Man  

o CH 2 
● In-Class Presentation on Chapter 6 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  

 
Week 8 (May16th and 18th) 

 
Wednesday 
● Discuss The Making of the Indebted Man  

o CH 3 and conclusion 
Weekly Reading Reflection #7 Due 
In-Class Presentation on Chapter 7 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  

 
 Friday 
• Discuss Trouble in Paradise 

o Introduction and CH 1 
• Discuss Catherine Chaput and Joshua Hanan. “WikiLeaks and Its Production of the Common: An 

Exploration of Rhetorical Agency in the Neoliberal Era.” Published in What Democracy Looks Like 
(University of Alabama Press), edited by Christina R. Foust, Amy Pason, and Kate Zittlow Rogness. 
 

Week 9 (May 23rd and May 25th) 
  
Wednesday 
● Discuss Trouble in Paradise 

○ CHs 2 & 3 
● Discuss Slavoj Zizek, “Multiculturalism, Or the Cultural Logic of Multinational Capitalism.” 
● Weekly Reading Reflection #8 Due 
 
Friday 
● Discuss Trouble in Paradise 

○ CH 4 and Appendix 
● In-Class Presentation on Chapter 8 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  

 
Week 10 (May 30th and June 1st) 
  
Wednesday 
• Final Poster Session 

 
Friday 
• In-Class Presentation on Chapter 9 of Rhetoric in Neoliberalism  
• Second Mini-Exam assigned 

 


