
THE PHILOSOPHY OF TECHNOLOGY 

  

Instructor: Jeff Appel, Doctoral Student Jointly at The University of Denver and 
the Iliff School of Theology (Religious Studies) 

 

Modes of Contact 

Email: jeff.appel@du.edu 

Office Hours: on an as-needed basis (since I have no official campus office). 
The best way to get in touch with me is via email. Email me and we will set up a 
time and meeting space on DU’s campus 

Prerequisites: None  

Attributes: Course is suitable for AI:S credit as well as credit toward major or 
minor in Philosophy 

  

Required Texts 

Robert C. Scharff and Val Dusek (eds.), Philosophy of Technology: The 
Technological Condition: An Anthology, Second edition. Wiley Blackwell Press, 
978-1118547250 
 
Don Ihde, Philosophy of Technology: An Introduction. Paragon Issues in 
Philosophy, Paragon House Press, 978-1557782731 

(Both texts are easily found at most online retailers: Powell’s, Tattered Cover, 
Amazon, etc.).  

 

Delivery Method 

This course will be taught exclusively online on DU’s Canvas site. If you have not 
already, you should familiarize yourself with Canvas by viewing the Canvas 
Student Orientation Link (link here: https://canvas.du.edu/courses/190). All of the 
reading/viewing assignments (excluding your texts) will be posted on Canvas, 
and all written assignments and exams will involve either posting on discussion 
boards, submitting papers, or taking quizzes using Canvas. Please be aware 
that online courses can require significantly more time, commitment, and 



regular working habits than ‘face-to-face’ courses. Do allow for this in 
devising your schedule for the quarter. 

  

Technical Requirements & Technical Support 

You should have: 

· Reliable access to a computer and the Internet 

· The ability to attach a document to an email message 

· Ability to download and install required plug-ins 

· Supported Web Browser and operating system (refer to link below) 

Canvas: Before starting the course, please make sure you have reviewed the 
Canvas Student Orientation. If you have questions or issues related to Canvas, 
use the Help link located in the upper right corner in Canvas for support. 

Please see the list of Supported Browsers for Canvas (Links to an external site.). 

Technical Questions? 

For technical support unrelated to Canvas, or if you have problems logging in, 
call the DU helpdesk at 303.871.4700 or email support@du.edu. 

  

Course Description: 

Serious thought about technology commences with the beginnings of philosophy 
itself, although it becomes an urgent theme and explicit field of philosophical 
inquiry only in the 20th century. This course will approach the theme of technology 
from five perspectives: 

(1) Historical: How did technology arise as a philosophical concern and how did 
the development of technology influence thought about it? 

(2) Metaphysical: What role does technology play in our understanding of 
‘reality’? Is technology one element among others in what we take to be ‘real,’ or 
does it determine our views of ‘reality’? 

(3) Epistemological: What is the relation between science and technology? Is 
technology a result or application of ‘scientific knowledge,’ or does technology 
govern or drive science itself? 

(4) Ethical/Political/Economical: In what ways does technology influence 
and/or challenge our views about what is ‘valuable’ about our individual and 



collective ways of living? Is the development of technology something to be 
embraced or rejected/limited with respect to human values and aspirations? 

(5) ‘Futurist’: Can the ‘digital revolution’ be understood as continuous with the 
history of technology itself or does it represent some new metamorphosis of both 
what it means to be ‘human’ and of ‘reality’ itself? 

  

Course Objectives/Learning Outcomes 

• Read, interpret, and critically respond to primary and secondary texts dealing 
with technology 

• Understand the historical, scientific, and philosophical issues underlying 
contemporary discussions of technology 

• Discuss in both 'discussion board' and written form some of the major ethical 
and political issues surrounding questions about technology, both in its 
historical form and its contemporary manifestations 

  

Grading: 

Grades will be based upon the following factors: 

(1) Attendance and class participation (including participation in the online 
‘discussion board’): 20% 

(2) Five short (2-3 page) essays on assigned themes: 10% each = 50% 

(3) Midterm and final examinations: 15% each = 30% 

Grades will be distributed according to 100-90 (A), 89-80 (B), 79-70 (C), 69-60 
(D), below 60 (F). Pluses and minuses will be assigned accordingly. 

  

General Expectations 

In approaching this online course, you should keep these points in mind: 

(1) It is best if you work on this course each week in several (maybe 3 or 4) 
uninterrupted chunks of time rather than 15 or 20 minutes here and there. Plan to 
work at your computer in an environment where you can concentrate and won't 
be interrupted by friends, phone calls, or other distractions. 

(2) Though it will vary somewhat, you might think of planning to spend at least 6 
hours a week, maybe in three 2-hour chunks, reading or working through the 
course materials. (Some weeks, there will mainly be readings from texts; in 



others, most or all of your work will be done on Canvas and the links provided 
there). 

(3) The time you spend on discussions is in addition to these 
recommendations. It is suggested that you check into the discussion board at 
least three times each week. As it concerns your contributions to the discussion 
board, you should plan on making at least two significant (i.e. at least one 
complete paragraph) posts each week and to also respond, as appropriate, 
to the posts of others. Remember that the two significant posts are minimal and 
that your grades for the discussion board will include not only your significant 
posts but the degree to which you become engaged with others on the board. 
You should also remember to begin posting each week as early as you can, 
since late posts (say, the day before they're due) don't have much chance of 
receiving responses from others and will receive less points. In terms of 
synchronization, the 'beginning' of the week starts on Monday morning, 12:01 am 
and the 'end' of that same week concludes Sunday evening at 11:59 pm. Please 
post and respond between these two times.  

(4) There are, in addition, 2 examinations. Please note that there is no 
possibility for retaking exams on Canvas; if you miss an exam, you will just 
lose those points. You will be given about a 12-hour window on an assigned 
day to take an exam, and you will have one hour to complete it (though it will 
probably take you a good deal less time), and once you have logged out of it you 
will not be able to log back in. On the bright side, the exams will only be about 
15-20 multiple choice questions and will be designed to make sure that you have 
understood the assigned materials, thought about the questions on them, and 
gotten the main ideas. I won't be asking any highly detailed questions but rather 
focusing upon major ideas, arguments, and figures. Said otherwise, don't sweat 
the exams: if you read the required material and post thoughtfully on the 
discussion board, you will do just fine on the exams.  

(5) You should also plan time for writing the five assigned short essays. They 
are designed to see how well you've understood the materials in the module and 
to give you a chance to critically respond to them from your own perspective. The 
earlier you begin on them the better. See the Rubrics attached to the 
assignments for my grading criteria and suggestions as how to best approach 
your papers. I will be using a web search engine in reviewing your papers that 
will show me every place you quote materials on the Internet or papers submitted 
by other students; you can, of course, use such materials, but they must be 
explicitly cited. Canvas will allow you to post late papers but will record exactly 
when they were submitted. You will lose points for any late paper and the later it 
is, the more points will be deducted. 

  

Honor Code 



All work submitted in this course must be your own and produced exclusively for 
this course. The use of sources (ideas, quotations, paraphrases) must be 
properly acknowledged and documented. For the consequences of violating the 
Academic Misconduct policy, refer to the University of Denver website on the 
Honor Code (www.du.edu/honorcode). See also 
http://www.du.edu/studentconduct for general information about conduct 
expectations from the Office of Student Conduct. 

  

DU Writing Center 

The Writing Center supports and promotes effective student writing across the 
University of Denver campus. In a non-evaluative collaborative setting, the 
Writing Center helps DU students with all kinds of writing projects: class 
assignments, personal writing, professional writing, and multimedia projects. It 
serves any student affiliated with the University and invites students in all 
classes, at all levels of writing ability, and at any stage of the writing process to 
visit. To set up a consultation, please call 303-871-7456 or visit the Writing 
Center in the Anderson Academic Commons, room 280. Information is also 
available online at http://www.du.edu/writing/writingcenter/index.html. 

  

Title IX 

The University prohibits discrimination on the basis of sex, including sexual 
misconduct, in its educational programs and activities. The University is 
committed to complying with Title IX of the Education Amendment Act of 1972 
and ensuring that the University’s education programs and activities are operated 
in a manner consistent with applicable federal law, regulations, and provisions. 
The Office of Equal Opportunity is located at 2199 S. University Blvd. Information 
is also available online at http://www.du.edu/equalopportunity/policies/index.html. 

  

Religious Accommodations 

DU students are granted excused absences from class if needed for observance 
of religious holy days but should contact instructors to make alternate 
arrangements during the first week of class. Visit DU's religious accommodations 
policy for information and a list of religious holidays. 

  

Students with Disabilities/Medical Issues 

If you qualify for academic accommodations because of a disability or medical 
issue please submit a Faculty Letter to me from Disability Services Program 



(DSP) in a timely manner so that your needs may be addressed. DSP is located 
on the 4thfloor of Ruffatto Hall; 1999 E. Evans Ave.303.871.2372/2278/7432. 
Information is also available online at http://www.du.edu/disability/dsp; see the 
Handbook for Students with Disabilities. 

  

Student Athletes 

DU sponsors National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) student-athletes at 
the undergraduate level in seventeen different sports. Student-Athlete Support 
Services (Links to an external site.) are in place to assist these students in their 
academic work. According to their policies: Student-athletes are responsible for 
informing their instructors of any class days to be missed due to DU sponsored 
varsity athletic events in which s/he are participating. Student-athletes are 
provided with a schedule of travel dates that coincide with class dates and an 
absence policy to present to instructors. This must be signed by the instructor 
and is the student-athletes responsibility to return the signed forms to an 
assigned athletics adviser. In the event that a team reaches post-season play 
(i.e. Conference or NCAA Tournament), letters will be sent to instructors 
informing them of additional missed class dates. It is the responsibility of the 
student-athlete to make arrangements with instructors regarding any missed 
lectures, assignments, and/or exams. 

  

********************************************************************************************
*********************************************************************** 

The following is a brief version of the Syllabus for the course.  If you want a 
hardcopy to keep handy, you can download the syllabus link, which is located on 
the top, lefthand corner of this page. However, please note that more accurate 
and specific information and materials are presented in the modules 
themselves, so you should refer mainly to them. 

SYLLABUS 

  

MODULE I: Overview and Historical Perspective 

Week I: The Philosophy of Technology: Defining Technology, Introducing the 
field and fundamental issues, and Offering Historical Perspectives. 

Read: Selections from Ihde, Philosophy of Technology and Scharff and Dusek, 
Philosophy of Technology (selections listed in module pages)  



Week II: Historical Perspectives on Technology: What is ‘technology’ and its 
effects? What are the Tasks of a Philosophy of Technology? 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selections listed in module pages) 

View: 2001: A Space Odyssey (film embedded in module page) 

**Essay One due (due date listed on Canvas ‘Assignments’ page) 

------  

MODULE II: ‘Metaphysical’ Considerations regarding Technology 

Week III: Martin Heidegger’s Philosophy of Technology 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selections listed in module pages) 

Week IV: Alternative Visions: Critiquing, Extending, and Revising Heidegger 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selections listed in module pages) 

View: The Ister (film embedded in module page)	

**Essay Two due (due date listed on Canvas ‘Assignments’ page) 

-----  

MODULE III: The Economic and Social Role of Technology: Technology as 
a Problem of ‘Political Economy’ 

Week V: Technological Determinism: Marx, Engels, and the Frankfurt School 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selections listed in module pages) 

 

**MIDTERM EXAMINATION** (conducted online) 

 

Week VI: The Economic and Social Role of Technology: (Beyond) Technological 
Determinism 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selections listed in module pages) 

View: The Betrayal of Technology (film embedded in module page) 

**Essay 3 due (due date listed in Canvas ‘Assignments’ page) 

----- 

MODULE IV: The ‘Third Wave’ of Philosophy of Technology: 
Neocybernetics, Technological Ontology, and Cyborgs 



Week VII.a: Gilbert Simondon and the ‘Mode of Existence of Technical Objects’ 

Read: Gilbert Simondon, Introduction from “The Mode of Existence of Technical 
Objects” (via link in module page);  

-Simondon, “The Technical Mentality” (via link in module page);  
-Brian Massumi, “’Technical Mentality' Revisited: Brian Massumi on 

Gilbert Simondon" (via link in module page) 

Week VII.b: Bernard Stiegler and “Technics” 

Read: Stiegler, Technics and Time, 1, “General Introduction” (via link in module 
page); 

-Stiegler, Technics and Time, 2, “Introduction” (via link in module page) 

Week VIII: Systems Collide: Cyborgs and Societies of Control 

Read: Scharff and Dusek, PT (selection listed in module pages);  
 -Gilles Deleuze, “Postscript on Societies of Control” (via link in module 
page) 

View: Black Mirror S1 E3, “The Entire History of You” (link embedded in module 
page) 

**Essay 4 due (due date listed in Canvas ‘Assignments’ page) 

----- 

MODULE V: Technological Futures: The Question Concerning Digital 
Technology 

Week IX: What is the digital? And what is the ‘digital revolution’? 

Read: Articles linked in the module page 

Week X: Superintelligence, the Singularity, and Existential Threats to Human 
Survival 

Read: Articles linked in the module page 

View: Ex Machina (film embedded in module page) 

**Essay 5 due (due date listed in Canvas ‘Assignments’ page) 

----- 

**FINAL EXAMINATION** (conducted online) 

 


